FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE         14!
To form such a section without reference to
Florence Nightingale was impossible, but she
thought it absurd that she should figure in the
display, and at first rudely refused to participate.
She relented later, and a bust of her and the
carriage in which she had made her journeys in
the Crimea were exhibited. The carriage, which
Florence had not thought worth preservation but
which Alexis Soyer had saved and presented to
her, attracted much attention, and one old
Crimean veteran was seen to loss the vehicle
which the Lady-in-Chief had used. The public -/
had-forgotten that she was stifl alive - her death
had been reported several times ; and, as Jowett
said, it had been " your fete to become a legend
in your lifetime." There was a wave of popular
feeling when the work of Florence was resuscitated
by the Exhibition. That a woman in her thirties
should have served the soldiers during the
Crimean War was marvellous eiKmgh, but it
seemed still more marvellous that the heroine
should be alive only three years from the end of
the century.
She had never been robust, and fee acarfo forty
^^jsjiadbeen an invalid, bat bcTESikh in late?
days wSTBaier tkan that of the majority of women
of her age. On her eightieth birthday (1900),
congratulations flowed in finom aH over the world-
from emperors and kings, as well as from ordinary
members of the public in many lands, indndfag
those who had been christened Florence in her
honour during the Crimean War. Until bar